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Welcome to your 
Sixth Form
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I am privileged to lead the Sixth Form at Wolgarston and I have seen many 
students pass through our doors moving on to start wonderful new lives. I hope 
by reading this information you consider what we might be able to offer and 
whether your son or daughter would flourish here. In 2014 (our last inspection) 
the sixth form was judged to be Outstanding by Ofsted and I can report that the 
sixth form continues to perform at the very highest levels in both A-Level and 
BTEC qualifications.

Should your child pick either one of these types of academic route (or a mixture) 
you can be assured that our teachers have a successful track record in teaching 
that subject.

We also offer the chance to study the Extended Project Qualification which 
many universities value as evidence that a student can study effectively and 
independently on a substantial portfolio. 

Please take time to browse this prospectus. If you have any questions about life in 
Wolgarston Sixth Form, I am always more than happy to help.

Welcome

Adam Simmonds 
Head of Sixth Form



As well as undertaking lessons it is critical to the 
future success after Wolgarston, that students 
leave us with a wealth of experiences and have the 
necessary support and guidance of experienced 
tutors. The sixth form tutor programme covers 
a multitude of activities to prepare students for 
their next steps. Some activities are team building, 
some are more philosophical and some are more 
practical, such as financial management and 
cooking skills. Group tutor time is held twice 
per week and we use a seminar model whereby 
students select a core aim for their study in sixth 
form and this tailors their tutorial programme 
through Year 12 and year 13.

In addition to tutorial sessions, students are 
expected to make ‘community contributions’ either 
within school or to the wider community. The tutor 
monitors what each student in their tutor group is 
doing for others as we believe that helping others 
is a critical life skill. This ‘community contribution’ 
is essential to the student as they can develop 
additional skills and help others in the main school. 
For example, by mentoring, acting as teaching 
support, offering support to Year 9 low ability 
readers, refereeing school’s sports or assisting in 
school tutor time activities or competitions. The 
student is free to select what they want to do to 
make a contribution to others. This community 
contribution can also be used by students 
undertaking the Duke of Edinburgh Award which is 
offered to all students in the Sixth Form.

Other ‘real life’ experiences are offered through 
work related learning opportunities either as part 
of the full time BTEC course or on an individual, 
bespoke basis in a dedicated work experience week. 
The assembly programme I run follows a rotation of 
themed assemblies based on spiritual, social, moral 
and cultural activities with the sixth form tutors 
giving their input. In addition to this, guest speakers 
are regularly invited to the assemblies to give 
students novel and thought provoking presentations 
on a variety of topics such as reasons to go to 
university, what apprenticeships can offer, the work 
of the Royal British Legion (for which Wolgarston 
has a formal affiliation to the Penkridge Branch) to 
name a few. Some of the assemblies are also taken 
by foreign guest students. As part of a student 
exchange programme the Sixth Form will regularly 
have students from foreign climes. Most recently we 
have been joined by students from Slovakia, Italy, 
Thailand, Germany and France. A real highlight 
each half term is the ‘Fun Fridays’ in which sixth 
form tutors (and sometimes students) organise a 
whole sixth form activity to promote enjoyment and 
cohesion between staff and students. These events 
are eagerly anticipated and have consisted of mince 
pies and hot chocolate at Christmas, rockets being 

launched in the gym(!) and students making their 
own badges. These experiences add to the whole 
enjoyment of Sixth Form life at Wolgarston. The 
Head Girl and Boy are selected from the Sixth Form 
through a rigorous programme of application, two 
interviews and a presentation in the lecture theatre. 
Students that achieve this accolade then work with 
both the sixth form council and the main school 
student council to implement student based ideas 
across the school.

The sixth form has a strong tradition of theme 
days in which money is raised by having a dress up 
theme and by selling home made cakes. The biggest 
event however is the Senior Citizens’ Christmas 
Party in which the Sixth Form students arrange 
transport, food and entertainment for a group 
of approximately 80 local senior citizens in the 
weeks leading up to Christmas. Other things we 
offer are excellent sporting facilities (including an 
on-site swimming pool and 3G pitch); established 
sixth form football and netball teams; reduced 
gym membership rates; tailored guidance for 
future destinations and a chance at independence. 
Students are expected to dress in business suits 
and are treated as more mature learners applying 
the whole school visible learning philosophy. 
Accordingly, students are only obliged to attend 
lessons, tutorials and assemblies but at other times 
they are trusted to leave site and return (registering 
as they go) to work in school or at home according 
to their own needs. The culmination of a student’s 
time at Wolgarston is a very special event and 
we have a celebration day in which parents and 
valued guests are invited in to school to join us for 
the presentation of subject, contribution to school 
life and special awards. Following the ceremonies 
students and guests all gather for a social banquet 
clutching their memorable photographs of the day. 
You can watch a video of last year’s Celebration 
Day by scanning the QR code below. It is the very 
final experience of the Sixth Form. I hope to see you 
there. 

In this pack you can read information about the broad range of A-Level and 
BTEC courses we provide but, in terms of what makes us different you may 
wish to consider what else we offer…

Scan to watch last year’s  
sixth form celebration event.

https://youtu.be/ndA-Qpk9L38



5 Applied Science
6 Art & Design
7 Biology
8 Business
9 Chemistry

10 English Literature
11 French
12 Further Maths
13 Geography
14 Health & Social Care
15 History
16 Maths
17 Media
18 Physics
19 Psychology
20 Sociology
21 Spanish
22 Sport

Your Courses

A B C D E F

Biology Chemistry Physics
Maths or 
Further 
Maths*

Maths French

Sociology English 
Literature History Psychology Geography Spanish

Business 
(single)

Health & 
Social Care 

(single)
Sport (single)

Applied 
Science    
(single)

Media

Business (double) Art & Design (double)

Sport (double) Art & Design 
(single)

*Students wanting to study Further Maths must also study Maths in Block E

Your options at a glance



Course outline
The BTEC National in Applied Science, Extended Certificate (equivalent to one A-level).

During the course students will study four units.  Unit one is Principles and Applications of Science I, this is the 
exam module which is split into three sections Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Unit two is made up of four assessed assignments called practical and scientific procedures and techniques. 
Unit three is called Science Investigation Skills and is a practical exam. Unit four is an optional unit.

How you will study and be assessed
Lessons will consist of theory or practical-based sessions generally within a science laboratory and you will 
be taught by experienced teachers. In support of the teaching and learning in class you will be expected to 
complete study pack tasks. 

Assessment is by an externally set and marked exam (for Unit 1), two internally set and marked assignments 
(Unit 2 and Unit 4) and an externally set task (Unit 3).

Unit one will be assessed by an end of unit test and you will receive feedback for key pieces of work. Unit Two is 
assessed by the completion of four key assignments. Unit three will be assessed by a practical exam. Unit four is 
assessed by assignments.  

Three grades of award are possible, Pass, Merit and Distinction. Re-sits are possible for externally marked 
examinations and internal assessments may also be re-submitted.

Applied Science

Awarding body -  Edexcel
LEVEL OF COURSE – Level 3

Who would suit the course?
Students who are interested by science or who intend to pursue a scientific, engineering or technical career 
but who prefer to study in a vocational or less examination intense manner than A-levels. Students who enjoy 
carrying out investigations in the lab or as field work.

Possible career pathways
Applied Science would be welcomed by most employers, but may be especially advantageous when applying for 
careers with engineering or technical sector employers. BTEC Nationals have been developed in consultation 
with HE providers (for example, the University of Manchester and Harper Adams University) and so provide a 
possible pathway to University courses.

For further information see 
 http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/applied-science-2016.html
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Course outline
During the course of the two years, students will either complete 4 or 8 units. These units are primarily 
practical skills based and students will be set a variety of Design Briefs to respond to. The briefs will be open to 
interpretation to allow students to work creatively and introduce their own interests and ideas. Students will 
have the opportunity to explore and develop their practical skills in specialisms such as Photography, Fine Art, 
Graphic Design, Illustration and Textiles. 

How you will study and be assessed
Each unit will have set criteria which students will be guided to meet. Students will work on study sheets, 
in research sketchbooks and on larger scale development and final pieces. Lessons will consist of a range of 
workshop based sessions and a large amount of independent studio work. Your teacher will advise you and give 
you advice and inspiration to allow you to meet your potential. 

Students will also sit two externally set tasks which will be devised and assessed by the exam board. 

Art and Design

Awarding body: Edexcel
Level of Course: Level 3 (single or Double Award)

Who would suit the course?
Any student who enjoys working in a creative and practical way could consider the course. Whilst it is 
beneficial for students to have studied Art and Design in KS4, any student who has a flair for, or an interest 
in, one or more art specialisms would be suited. Students need to be self-motivated and independent in their 
approach to their projects and their own research.  

Possible career pathways
Students who study an Art and Design course can either use it to add variety and depth to any university 
application, or it can be used to allow entry into a range of creative career paths. Examples of these are Games 
Design, Illustration, Graphic Design, Animation, Fashion Design, Photography, Architecture or Interior Design.

For further information see 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/art-and-design-2016
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Course outline
During the course eight topics in Biology are studied ranging from the structure of the cell and cell components 
to how genetic information is produced and passed on through individuals and populations.

Students are assessed on twelve key practicals and must be able to demonstrate not only scientific but practical, 
mathematical and literacy skills through their studies.

How you will study and be assessed
Lessons will consist of theory or practical-based sessions generally within a science laboratory and you will 
be taught by experienced teachers. In support of the teaching and learning in class you will be expected to 
complete study pack tasks and follow Royal Society of Biology conventions for all of the 8 topics. Each topic will 
be assessed by an end of unit test and you will receive feedback for key pieces of work.

The final examination consists of 3 separate papers assessing knowledge from the whole course and culminates 
in a 25-mark synoptic essay question.

Biology

Awarding body - AQA
Level of course - A Level

Who would suit the course?
Students who are interested in the detail of how living organisms work and who are willing to learn new 
vocabulary and principles quickly.

Students who enjoy carrying out investigations in the lab or as field work.

Possible career pathways
Students may pursue careers in biological or scientific fields, such as Medicine, Dentistry, Biochemistry, 
Microbiology, Physiotherapy, Nursing and Sports Science.

For further information see 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/biology/specifications/AQA-7401-7402-SP-2015.PDF on the AQA web 
site
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Course outline
For students studying the Extended Certificate (single): this course is the equivalent of one A-Level and consists 
of the following units:

• Exploring Business

• Developing a Marketing Campaign

• Personal and Business Finance

• Market Research

For students studying the Diploma (double): this course is the equivalent of two A-Levels and consists of the 
above units in addition to the following:

• Managing an Event

• International Business

• Principles of Management

• Financial Statements for Specific Businesses

How you will study and be assessed
Lessons will consist of theory based sessions which will then be applied to real world businesses through a 
variety of different assessment methods.  These consist of:

• Internal assessments – as set and assessed by subject teachers

• External assessments – as set and assessed by the exam board

• An external exam – as set and assessed by the exam board

Business

Awarding body - EDEXCEL
Level of course - Level 3 (SINGLE OR DOUBLE)

Who would suit the course?
Students who are interested in the business sector and wish to continue their education through applied 
learning.

Possible career pathways
Students may pursue careers in marketing, administration, finance, events management, HR and other related 
areas in the business sector, including higher apprenticeships.  

For further information see 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/business-2016.html
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Course outline
During the course students will study inorganic, organic and physical chemistry. Inorganic chemistry is the 
study of the periodic table and organic chemistry is the in-depth study of carbon compounds and mechanisms. 
Whereas physical chemistry is the study of how matter behaves on a molecular and atomic level and how 
chemical reactions occur.

Students are assessed on twelve key practicals and must be able to demonstrate not only scientific but practical, 
mathematical and literacy skills through their studies.

How you will study and be assessed
Lessons will consist of theory and practical-based sessions generally within a science laboratory and you will 
be taught by experienced teachers. In support of the teaching and learning in class you will be expected to 
complete study pack tasks which includes exam style questions. Each topic will be assessed by learning checks 
during the course of the topic and an end of unit test.  Feedback will be given for key pieces of work.

The final examination consists of 3 separate papers assessing knowledge from the whole course and the 12 
required practicals.

Chemistry

Awarding body -  AQA
LEVEL OF COURSE – A LEVEL

Who would suit the course?
Students who are able learn new principles quickly and enjoy solving complex problems. As well as carrying 
out investigations in the lab.

Possible career pathways
Students may pursue careers in Chemistry, Medicine, Dentistry, Biochemistry, Pharmacy, Veterinary Science or 
Chemical Engineering, or work in science-based industry, the medical field or agriculture and the food industry.

For further information see 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/specifications/AQA-7405-SP-2015.PDF

on the AQA web site
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Course outline
Through the study of literature, you will become a more perceptive analyst and a confident and sophisticated 
writer. 

You will study a variety of texts, including prose fiction, modern and canonical poetry and dramatic works. A 
Level English Literature is not closed book (unlike GCSE) so the focus is very much on the quality of insight you 
have about writers’ messages and methods, rather than remembering quotations. 

For your coursework, you will select texts you find engaging and completed an extended response centred on 
your chosen texts. 

How you will study and be assessed
You will study your prose, poetry and drama texts alongside experienced teachers. Key Pieces will be set and 
feedback provided on the strengths and weaknesses of your analysis. You will have focused work on how to 
structure essays and the types of comments that allow you access higher mark bands. .

English L iterature

Awarding body -  AQA
LEVEL OF COURSE – A LEVEL

Who would suit the course?
Students who enjoy reading and have a genuine interest in how literature has shaped our society and values. 
Students must enjoy thinking critically about texts and be committed to improving writing structure and 
precision.

Possible career pathways
Students may pursue careers in many fields as English Literature is a highly regarded facilitating subject. Many 
students move on to study law, journalism, linguistics, creative writing, educational studies and teaching, 
marketing, human resources or to further study literature at a higher education institution.

For further information see 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-literature-2015.html on the 
AQA web site
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Course outline
The majority of this course will be delivered online by Oxford Open Learning (www.ool.co.uk). Speaking 
elements of the course will be delivered at Wolgarston to ensure you receive regular practice in this key area. 
During your study the key skills of speaking, listening, reading, writing and translation will be practised within 
a range of contexts surrounding French culture.

End of course examination will be in the form of two papers which will cover aspects of listening, reading, 
writing and translation skills, and a final speaking exam.

How you will study and be assessed
During the course you will be provided with materials to help develop your knowledge, understanding and 
skills of the French language. You will also be assigned a tutor who will be at hand to support you throughout 
your studies. Your Wolgarston French teacher will also be at hand to provide you with support, although this is 
likely to lean more towards support of speaking development.

Throughout the course your will be assessed regularly through conversations in French, and regular TMAs 
(Tutor Marked Assessments), set by your Oxford Open Learning tutor. You will receive regular feedback on how 
your work can be improved further.

French

Awarding body -  EDEXCEL
LEVEL OF COURSE – A LEVEL

Who would suit the course?
If you are interested in the French language and have an appetite for knowing more about the French culture, 
then this course is for you!

Possible career pathways
With an A Level in French, you could go onto a career in any of the following areas; teaching, translating, 
interpreting, finance, food and drink, law, sales and marketing, travel and tourism, working for international 
organisations.

For further information see 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/french-2016.coursematerials.html#filte
rQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments on the Edexcel website. 
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Course outline
The new A-Level is a 2 year course, with all exams taken at the end of the second year.  There are 11 
compulsory pure mathematics topics alongside two areas of applied mathematics. Discrete mathematics and 
mechanics will be the chosen options for all students.

How you will study and be assessed
The pure content in Further Mathematics will enable you to build on your knowledge from A-level Mathematics 
and explore new areas of study (complex numbers, matrices, polar coordinates and hyperbolic functions). The 
mechanics unit will provide a much more extensive knowledge of this area of mathematics than in the standard 
A-level and you will have the opportunity to experience a completely new area of mathematics in the discrete 
mathematics unit. You will learn to use a wide range of calculator functions for work as diverse as matrices and 
complex numbers. 

To support of the teaching and learning in class, you will be expected to complete work outside of lessons. You 
will be guided in this through tasks set in study packs. Throughout the course, you will receive feedback on 
your progress in lessons and on specific key pieces of work set in study packs. In addition, each main topic will 
be assessed by a written test.

The final examination consists of three separate papers assessing knowledge from the whole course. Paper 1 
and Paper 2 will both just contain pure mathematics; Paper 3 has 2 sections, one for each of the chosen applied 
units, discrete mathematics and mechanics.

Further Maths

Awarding body -  AQA
LEVEL OF COURSE – A LEVEL

Who would suit the course?
Students who are wishing to extend their mathematical knowledge beyond A Level Mathematics.  Students who 
are interested in complex algebraic proof and understanding.

Possible career pathways
Students may pursue careers in engineering, science, teaching, business, computing, industry, finance and 
research.

For further information see 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/as-and-a-level/further-mathematics-7367 on the AQA 
web site.
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Course outline
During the course three topics in Physical and three topics in Human Geography will be examined. Students 
will also complete a geographical investigation written report (non-examined) that is based on data collected 
in the field from fieldwork undertaken on at least four occasions, giving students the opportunity to apply their 
mathematical, analytical and literacy skills through their studies.

How you will study and be assessed
Lessons will be based on theory and case studies which illustrate key themes and theories. Some lessons 
towards the end of year 12 will be dedicated to support you in your geographical investigations.  You will 
be taught by experienced teachers. In support of the teaching and learning in class you will be expected to 
complete homework and additional reading around the topic. Each topic will be assessed by an end of unit key 
assessment.

The final examination consists of 1 paper for Physical Geography and 1 paper for Human Geography assessing 
knowledge from the whole course, each examination is worth 40% of the overall grade. The Geographical 
Investigation report is worth 20% of the overall grade which is internally marked (non-examined). 

Geography

Awarding body -  AQA
LEVEL OF COURSE – A LEVEL

Who would suit the course?
• Students who are interested in the world around them and how the world is changing and responding to 

changes. 

• Students who enjoy carrying out fieldwork, handling data and solving problems. 

Possible career pathways
Cartographer, Commercial/residential surveyor, Environmental consultant, Geographical information systems 
officer, Planning and development surveyor, Secondary school teacher, Town planner, International aid/
development worker, Landscape architect, Logistics and distribution manager, Market researcher, Nature 
conservation officer, Sustainability consultant, Tourism officer, Transport planner

For further information see 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037 on the AQA web site.
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Course outline
The course aims to provide an introduction to the health and social care sector. It is for learners who are 
interested in learning about the sector as part of a balanced study programme. It is equivalent in size to one A 
Level. 

The units covered in this qualification are:

• Human Lifespan Development

• Working in Health and Social Care

• Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs

• Physiological Disorders and their Care

How you will study and be assessed
It includes a range of assessment types including internal assessments, assignment tasks and external exams. 
Both internally and externally assessed units are individually graded as either Pass, Merit or Distinction, and 
each final unit grade is allocated points. The total points scored across all units are used to calculate the final 
qualification grade. Lessons will consist of theory or practical-based sessions and guest speakers will be invited 
in to share their knowledge of working in the health and social care sector as well as visits to local facilities 
made to enhance learning.

Health and Social Care

Awarding body -  PEARSON
LEVEL OF COURSE – LEVEL 3

Who would suit the course?
This course provides a broad basis of study for the health and social care sector. It is designed to support 
progression to higher education when taken as part of a programme of study that includes other appropriate 
BTEC Nationals or A Levels. 

Possible career pathways
Students may pursue careers in the health and social care sector such as Nursing, Paramedics, Primary 
Education, Social Work, Occupational therapy and Counselling to name but a few!

For further information see 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/health-and-social-care-2016.html#tab-1 
on the Pearson web site
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Course outline
Three different units are studied. The American Dream: Reality and Illusion, 1945-1980; The Tudors: England, 
1485-1603 and a Historical Enquiry (NEA) on Witch-hunting 1560-1660. Students will cover both breadth and 
depth issues of change, continuity, cause and consequence and focus on key ideas, events and developments 
over time. Students must study the value of historian interpretations and the accuracy of sources as well 
as reach substantiated judgements on key issues. Strong literacy skills will be valuable for this essay-based 
subject.

How you will study and be assessed
You will be taught by specialist teachers for each unit. Lessons will involve teacher presentations, class 
discussion, written tasks, evaluative tasks, use of media as well as group/paired work. You will use a range of 
primary and secondary sources to reach judgements. You will be assessed in class through regular timed essays 
and source/historian evaluations as well as through home-learning essays and practice exams.  

The final examination consists of two separate two-and-a-half hour exams, each containing four questions of 
which three must be answered. You will also be internally assessed through a non-examined assessment (NEA) 
of 3,500 words on a topic of your choosing relating to witch-hunting. 

History

Awarding body -  AQA
LEVEL OF COURSE – A LEVEL

Who would suit the course?
History is ideal for students who enjoy research, analysis, investigation and debating an issue. It is suitable for 
those who have a strong grasp of literacy, an ability to work well independently and those who can express 
themselves in an analytical manner. 

Possible career pathways
History leads to a variety of potential careers. It is particularly suited to Education, Journalism, Law, Museum 
and Archivist work, Police, Public Relations, Social Work and Business Management.

For further information see 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/as-and-a-level/history-7041-7042 on the AQA web site
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Course outline
The new A-Level is a 2 year course, with all exams taken at the end of the second year.  The content is 100% 
prescribed, containing a mix of pure mathematics, statistics and mechanics. There are 9 pure mathematics 
topics and 5 topics each for statistics and mechanics.

How you will study and be assessed
Lessons will consist of theory sessions in which you will be taught key mathematical skills. You will also be 
encouraged to develop the ability to explore mathematical concepts and establish reasoned arguments and 
ultimately proofs for some mathematical results. The use of technology plays an important part in this new 
A-level, you will learn how to use calculator functions efficiently and in the statistics work you will be required 
to explore a large data set using statistical packages on a computer.

To support of the teaching and learning in class, you will be expected to complete work outside of lessons. You 
will be guided in this through tasks set in study packs. Throughout the course, you will receive feedback on 
your progress in lessons and on specific key pieces of work set in study packs. In addition each main topic will 
be assessed by a written test.

The final examination consists of three separate papers assessing knowledge from the whole course.  
Paper 1 will just contain pure mathematics; Paper 2, both pure and mechanics; and Paper 3 will have another 
two sections covering pure and statistics.

Maths

Awarding body -  AQA
LEVEL OF COURSE – A LEVEL

Who would suit the course?
Students who enjoy working with algebra and solving problems, as this forms the basis of much of the pure 
mathematics. Students who are willing to work hard and learn new topics thoroughly.

Possible career pathways
Students may pursue careers in engineering, science, teaching, business, computing, industry, finance and 
research.

For further information see 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/as-and-a-level/mathematics-7357  on the AQA web site.
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Course outline
You will study how the media is a highly powerful force in society. You’ll find contemporary, diverse topics, 
helping you to develop researching and problem-solving skills as well as your creativity. You will both study and 
create media products.

There are 4 key areas of subject content:

1. Media language (the terminology used to analyse camerawork, editing, mise en scene and sound)

2. Media representation (analysing how different groups of people or places are shown in the media and how 
these representations are formed.)

3. Media industries (examining the institutions that create media products such as the BBC, Sky, independent 
producers, their ethical values and how this affects production)

4. Media audiences (analysing how audiences respond to media texts and typical audience behaviours)

How you will study and be assessed
You will be taught by experienced teachers and you will be assessed through Key Pieces, where feedback will be 
given on the accuracy of your knowledge of terminology and theories. You will also complete production work 
guided by a set brief from AQA. 

Media

Awarding body -  AQA
LEVEL OF COURSE – A LEVEL

Who would suit the course?
Students who enjoy watching television, using social media and are interested in learning more about how 
media representations are formed. Students must be prepared to learn terminology and theories and be able to 
apply these to a wide variety of media texts.

Possible career pathways
After studying Media, some students move into practical aspects of the media industries such as camerawork, 
editing and sound engineering. Many students also move on to study sociology, education and teaching, 
marketing, journalism, creative writing, social work, art and design or photography. Most career pathways are 
open due to the analytical nature of the course. 

For further information see 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7572 on the AQA website
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Course outline
In the first year, students cover familiar subjects in more depth like mechanics, materials, electricity and waves, 
and also new exciting topics like particle physics and quantum phenomena.

In the second year, students are introduced to new topics including thermal physics, nuclear physics, fields in 
physics and further mechanics.  There is also an options topic in astrophysics, with other options available if 
appropriate, including medical and engineering physics.

Throughout the course practical skills and investigations are integrated into the topics.

How you will study and be assessed
Experienced teachers will support you during theory and practical based work, most taking place in our well 
equipped science laboratories.  The teaching and learning will be supported by a course textbook, and various 
other resources including packs of past questions and online materials.  Key assessments will take place every 
half-term, feedback will be given and students are expected to act on feedback and plan their next steps to 
improve.

The final examination consists of three separate papers, the first two examining the compulsory components 
taught over the two years, and the final examining the option topic, practical skills and data analysis.

Physics

Awarding body -  AQA
LEVEL OF COURSE – A LEVEL

Who would suit the course?
Students who are interested in how the universe works, from the largest cluster of galaxies to the smallest 
subatomic particles like quarks and neutrinos.  They should have good problem solving skills and an enjoyment 
in using maths and logic to reach solutions.

Possible career pathways
Students may pursue many varied careers, including engineering (general mechanical, aeronautical, civil, 
electrical, etc.), research science, medical physics and medicine, and any career that values problem solving 
skills such as commerce and banking.

For further information see 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/as-and-a-level/physics-7407-7408 on the AQA website.
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Course outline
During the course eleven topic areas are studied including approaches in psychology, biopsychology, social 
influence, memory and forgetting, attachment, psychopathology, gender development, schizophrenia, forensic, 
issues and debates and research methods. 

Students must be able to demonstrate literacy, science and mathematics skills.

How you will study and be assessed
Lessons will involve teacher presentations of core theories and research combined with written tasks and small 
group activities, such as poster presentation and peer teaching. Discussions and debates are also a regular 
feature. 

End of topic assessments are conducted in timed conditions in the classroom and you will be expected to plan 
and revise for the written assessments during private study. You will be taught and assessed by an experienced 
teacher and examiner and will receive feedback for key pieces of work. 

The final examination consists of three separate two-hour papers assessing knowledge from the entire course. 
There is no coursework element.

Psychology

Awarding body -  AQA
LEVEL OF COURSE – A LEVEL

Who would suit the course?
Students who are interested in how the human mind works and why people behave the way they do, and who 
also like the idea of learning a wide range of new and fascinating topic areas, should enjoy studying psychology. 
It is also suitable for those who enjoy designing their own research and carrying out practical investigations.

Possible career pathways
Psychology is relevant to any profession which involves working directly with people. Specific psychology 
careers include, amongst others, Clinical Psychologist, Educational Psychologist and Forensic Psychologist, but 
is also useful for a number of related areas including: Police, Social Work, Nursing, Teaching, Public Relations, 
Customer Services, Business Management, Physiotherapy and Medicine. 

For further information see 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182 on the AQA web site
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Course outline
During the course four core topic areas are studied, which are Education, Families & Households, Media and 
Crime & Deviance. You will also learn about sociological methods. 

Students must be able to demonstrate strong literacy skills for extended essay writing.

How you will study and be assessed
Lessons will involve teacher presentations of core theories and research combined with written tasks and small 
group activities, such as poster presentation and peer teaching. Discussions and debates are also a regular 
feature. 

End of topic assessments are conducted in timed conditions in the classroom and you will be expected to plan 
and revise for the written assessments during private study. You will be taught and assessed by an experienced 
teacher and examiner and will receive feedback for key pieces of work. 

The final examination consists of three separate two-hour papers assessing knowledge from the entire course. 
There is no coursework element.

Sociology

Awarding body -  AQA
LEVEL OF COURSE – A LEVEL

Who would suit the course?
Students who are interested in social issues and inequalities, who enjoy discussing and debating current 
issues in society and hold an interest in recent social history. For example, examining reasons for differential 
achievement, according to gender, class and ethnicity, in education.  Students interested in criminology will 
enjoy learning about different explanations for offending. Generally, those who have achieved in subjects such 
as English, History, Geography and RE are likely to engage and achieve in Sociology. 

Possible career pathways
Sociology is relevant to careers such as the police, probation service, law, nursing, midwifery, journalism, the 
prison service, social work and teaching.

For further information see 
 http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192/subject-content-a-level on 
the AQA web site.

SCIENTIA   ANUA VITAE

J

Page 20 of 24



Course outline
The majority of this course will be delivered online by Oxford Open Learning (www.ool.co.uk). Speaking 
elements of the course will be delivered at Wolgarston to ensure you receive regular practice in this key area. 
During your study the key skills of speaking, listening, reading, writing and translation will be practised within 
a range of contexts surrounding Spanish culture.

End of course examination will be in the form of two papers which will cover aspects of listening, reading, 
writing and translation skills, and a final speaking exam.

How you will study and be assessed
During the course you will be provided with materials to help develop your knowledge, understanding and 
skills of the Spanish language. You will also be assigned a tutor who will be at hand to support you throughout 
your studies. Your Wolgarston Spanish teacher will also be at hand to provide you with support, although this is 
likely to lean more towards support of speaking development.

Throughout the course your will be assessed regularly through conversations in Spanish, and regular TMAs 
(Tutor Marked Assessments), set by your Oxford Open Learning tutor. You will receive regular feedback on how 
your work can be improved further.

The final examination consists of three separate two-hour papers assessing knowledge from the entire course. 
There is no coursework element.

Spanish

Awarding body -  EDEXCEL
LEVEL OF COURSE – A LEVEL

Who would suit the course?
If you are interested in the Spanish language and have an appetite for knowing more about the Spanish culture, 
then this course is for you!

Possible career pathways
With an A Level in Spanish, you could go onto a career in any of the following areas; teaching, translating, 
interpreting, finance, food and drink, law, sales and marketing, travel and tourism, working for international 
organisations.

For further information see 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/spanish-2016.html#tab-1 on the 
Edexcel website. 
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Course outline
During the course students will study a wide range of units. Students who opt for the Single Award will study 4 
units, which will include Anatomy & Physiology and Fitness Training. Students who study for the Double Award 
will undertake a further 5 units (9 in total) with extra units including topics such as Sports Leadership. 

Students are assessed internally through assignment based work, but also externally through written exams 
and timed set tasks which take place under exam conditions and are marked by the exam board. 

How you will study and be assessed
This course contains a heavy practical participation requirement as well as a large degree of theoretical 
understanding and therefore lessons will be both practical and classroom based. In support of the teaching and 
learning in class you will be expected to complete homework and independent revision in anticipation of the 
written exams. You will need to complete coursework tasks throughout the course and meet set deadlines. 

Sport

Awarding body -  PEARSON
LEVEL OF COURSE –LEVEL 3 (SINGLE OR DOUBLE)

Who would suit the course?
This course would suit students with a passion for sport. Students would need to be thoroughly committed 
to sport and exercise and keen to participate in any activity. A keen interest in the whole subject area will be 
required due to the vast range of units studied. Students would also need to be willing to volunteer to assist in a 
range of events in order to broaden their experience. 

Possible career pathways
Students may pursue careers in Sports Development, Sports Business Management, Sports Science, Exercise 
and Fitness, Sports Psychology, and Physical Education.

For further information see 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/sport-2016.html#tab-5 on the Pearson 
website
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Just imagine 
where your 
choices could 
take you...



SUCCESS IS A SCIENCE, 
IF YOU HAVE THE CONDITIONS, 
YOU GET THE RESULT

Oscar Wilde

     @wolgarstonhigh
     /wolgarstonhighschool
www.wolgarston.staffs.sch.uk
01785 788400
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15% OF STUDENTS 
ACHIEVED THREE OR 

MORE A OR A* GRADES OR 
TRIPLE DISTINCTIONS

1/4 OF STUDENTS 
ENTERED HIGHER LEVEL 
APPRENTICESHIPS AND 

EMPLOYMENT

REAL STRENGTH 
IN DEPTH 

ACROSS ALL  
SUBJECT AREAS

3/4 OF STUDENTS 
GAINED PLACES AT THE 
UNIVERSITIES OF THEIR 

CHOICE

99.4%  
PASS RATE  

ACROSS EVERY 
COURSE

CONSISTENTLY ONE 
OF THE VERY BEST  
SIXTH FORMS IN  

THE AREA




